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SR. RAPHELA INCUBATION CENTRE

The Sr. Raphela Incubation Centre of St. Ignatius College of Education (Autonomous),
Palayamkottai, was established on October 1, 2020, with the inspiring motto "Discern, Learn,
Earn." Rooted in the institution’s commitment to holistic education and women’s empowerment,
the centre serves as a dynamic platform for fostering entrepreneurial skills, self-reliance, and
sustainable livelihoods. It aims to bridge the gap between education and economic independence
by equipping student teachers and the community with practical skills in handicrafts, eco-friendly
products, and home-based industries. Recognizing the need for vocational training in a rapidly
evolving socio-economic landscape, the center nurtures creativity, innovation, and business
acumen through structured workshops, hands-on training, and mentorship. By integrating
traditional craftsmanship with modern entrepreneurial strategies, the Sr. Raphela Incubation
Centre not only enhances employability but also promotes self-sufficiency, eco-conscious
practices, and the spirit of enterprise, thereby transforming education into a tool for societal

progress and economic resilience.

Motto

“Discern Learn Earn”

Objectives

e To equip student teachers and the local community with entrepreneurial skills that enhance
self-reliance and economic independence.
To encourage sustainable income-generating activities through eco-friendly and locally
viable crafts and trades.
To provide a platform for exploring artistic and innovative skills in traditional and modern
crafts.
To complement academic learning with practical vocational training, fostering a holistic

educational experience.




To specifically support women in developing small-scale business ideas and promoting
financial independence.

To train participants in production techniques, quality control, branding, and marketing
strategies.

To instill eco-friendly and waste-minimization techniques in all skill-based activities.

To establish connections with artisans, entrepreneurs, and industry experts for exposure
and professional growth.

To extend skill training to rural and underprivileged communities, promoting self-
sufficiency.

To explore innovative ways of improving traditional arts and crafts through

experimentation and skill enhancement.

Activities of Sr. Raphela Incubation Centre

Hands-on Training Workshops — Conduct regular skill training sessions on various crafts
such as paper bag making, soap making, phenol making, washing powder making, paper doll
making, silk thread jewellery making, Warli art training, pot painting, flower making, chalk
piece making, pickle making, jam making, squash making, fancy pillow making, clay mural
art, and Lippan art to equip student teachers and the community with entrepreneurial skills.
Entrepreneurial Skill Development Programs — Provide guidance on branding, packaging,
pricing, and marketing of handmade products.

Product Development and Innovation — Encourage participants to experiment with new
designs, techniques, and materials to enhance product quality.

Guest Lectures and Expert Sessions — Invite skilled artisans, entrepreneurs, and business
professionals to share their insights and experiences.

Exhibitions and Sales Events — Organize fairs and stalls for showcasing and selling
handmade products, creating a market for the trainees.

Sustainability Workshops — Conduct awareness programs on eco-friendly production, waste
management, and recycling techniques.

Incubation and Mentorship Support — Provide selected trainees with extended support,
mentorship, and resources for launching small businesses.

Certificate Courses in Vocational Skills — Offer structured short-term certification programs

to enhance employability and entrepreneurship readiness.




Outcome of These Training Programmes

Enhances Self-Sufficiency — Empowers individuals with skills that enable them to
generate their own income.

Promotes Entrepreneurship — Encourages students and local communities to start small
businesses and become financially independent.

Encourages Sustainable Practices — Many of the crafts, such as paper bag making and
eco-friendly art, contribute to environmental conservation.

Boosts Creativity and Innovation — Hands-on training nurtures artistic expression and
innovation in craft making.

Improves Economic Stability — Provides alternative income sources, especially for
women and marginalized groups.

Preserves Traditional Art Forms — Training in Warli art, Lippan art, and clay mural art
helps in the revival and continuation of cultural heritage.

Develops Practical Life Skills — Participants acquire valuable skills that enhance
problem-solving, craftsmanship, and resourcefulness.

Creates Employment Opportunities — Equips individuals with skills that increase their
employability in various industries.

Empowers Women and Youth — Encourages gender equality by enabling women and
young adults to become financially independent and self-reliant.

Builds Community Engagement — Strengthens social bonds through collaborative

learning, teamwork, and knowledge-sharing.

The Sr. Raphela Incubation Centre of St. Ignatius College of Education (Autonomous),
Palayamkottai, stands as a beacon of empowerment, innovation, and self-reliance. Guided by the
motto "Discern, Learn, Earn," the centre has been instrumental in providing hands-on skill training
in various crafts, fostering entrepreneurship, creativity, and sustainable practices. By equipping
individuals with practical vocational skills, it not only enhances their economic independence but
also nurtures social responsibility and cultural preservation.

Through its diverse training programs, the incubation centre empowers student teachers,

women, and the local community, enabling them to transform skills into livelihoods. As it




continues to expand its reach, the centre remains committed to nurturing talent, promoting self-

sufficiency, and contributing to societal progress. It serves as a model initiative that blends
education with enterprise, inspiring individuals to create a better, more sustainable future for

themselves and their communities.
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